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Albanian Authority on Access to Information on 

the Former State Security Services (AAAIFSSS) 

1. Law 45/2015 “FOR THE 

RIGHT OF INFORMATION 

ON THE SECURITY 

DOCUMENTS OF THE 

STATE OF THE POPULAR 

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF 

ALBANIA”. 

 

2. STARTED WORKED AT 

THE BEGINNING OF 2016 

 

1. LIMITED STAF 

 

 

  

 

 



Albanian Authority on Access to Information on 

the Former State Security Services 

• The AISSD is a legal public independent entity responsible for the 

collection, management, processing and use of documents of former 

state security service and information related to them.  

 

• The authority is composed of 5 members elected by the Parliament, with 

high professional and moral integrity who meet the lustration criterion.  

 

• The documents of former SSS covers the period from November 29, 

1944 - July 2,1991. 

 

 



Mission Statement 

Access to Records 

Research & Media use 

Use by public institutions & 
citizens 

On the request of public Institutions or  individuals 

running for or seeking appointment  to senior public 

o ce, the Authority will  examine the documents in 

its possession to  determine whether any evidence 

exists to  suggest that these individuals collaborated 

with the former SSS. 

The primary task of the Authority is to 

ensure the right of every citizen to have 

access to the information produced by or 

collected against them by the former SSS. 

To protect the right to privacy of any third 

parties and ensure that the human rights 

and dignity of all persons is  respected. 

Transitional Justice 
Academic institutions, researchers and media  

representative have the right to view the  SSS’s 

records under certain conditions that  will be in 

place to ensure respect for the human rights, 

privacy and dignity of the individuals.  

The Authority will support  research work that 

contributes to reappraising  the activity of the 

foremer SSS. 

 

Casting light on the crimes committed during  

communism, supporting the process of  identifying 

and recovering the remains of  those who 

disappeared or were executed  during 

communism in order to ensure the right  to justice 

and the right to truth for all those  a"ected by the 

activities of the former  SSS. 

 



The Archives 
Actual State 



What we have 

done during first 

year ? 



Where did we start ? 

• Drafting and approving the 

internal rules about: 
 Document processing 
 Document declassification and  
 Information and Document  

availability to public and 
institutions 

  

• Identify and collect the former 

SSS’s documents: 
 Cooperate with main memorial 

institutions 
 Handing over documents 
 Starting the requests processing 

  



DOCUMENTS  
EXPECTED TO  

BE PROCESSED 
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DOCUMENTS TO BE DIGITALIZED 





The Institution 

The Archive Departement 

Underground Floor 
The Public Infrastructure 

Ground Floor 
The Administration (O ces) 

First Floor 



The Archive Department 

 Underground Floor - new  



The Archive Departement 
Environmental goals and Important design issues 

an area free of insects, rodents, mould, or fungus  

an area with consistent temperature and humidity 

an area with little uncontrolled natural or fluorescent light 

an area secured with locks and alarms, controlled  access to archive storage areas 

a fire-resistant environment, with fire extinguishers, smoke and heat detectors 

 



The Public Infrastructure 
Ground Floor - new  



The Public Infrastructure 
Ground Floor 



The Administration (O ces)  
First Floor - new  



The Administration (O ces) 
First Floor 



AUTOMATION 

 
OF AAAI 



Automation’s Objective 

preserve in the digital  

format the archival 

documents produced  

or collected by former  

Sigurimi; 

To automate the  

operations of Authority to  

better perform its  

functions and to better  

serve the citizens,  

Government Institutions,  

researchers, media, etc. 

1   To digitize and 2 3 To enable the 

access  to the 
information 

produced or  

collected by former  

Sigurimi; 



Scope 

Case management  

Information Classification 

Access level  

Archive 

Scanning  

Indexing  

Metadata tagging  

Data enrichment 

Application & databases, Digitization  

data and digital Store 

Protection  

Backup 

Publish  

Access 

EDC Infrastructure 

Digitazation Use 



Processing Requests 

From 

1. Individuals 
2. Institution 
3. Researcher  
4. Media 



Application forms 



Processing Requests- 2017  
From individuals 

 194 completed 

 86 in progress 

 
From Researchers  

and Media 

 10 completed 

 15 in progress 

 From public institutions 

 808 completed  
 795 uninvolved 
 13 involved  
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Searching Archival Information 

 
Traditional 

Finding Aids  

 

1. Inventories of files 

2. Alphabetical Catalogs 

3. Indexes 

4. Registers 

Electronic 

Finding Aids  

 

1. Inventories of files(pdf 

files) 

2. Indexes 

 

 

 



Projects 

1. “Even walls have ears” 

2. “Museumization of Tepelena’s camp” 

3. Exploration of the impact of former 

State Security Service as the most 

powerful weapon of maintaining Party-

State power over science and its most 

prominent representatives. 

 

 

 



What are our challenges?  
• Create a well organized and secured archive based 

on national and  international standards 

• Finding new and effective ways to search archival 

information  

• Making information accessible to public and all 

other interested groups  

• Inform and educate the public 

• Learning from best experiences coming from 

similar institutions 

 

 



Thank you for your attention! 


